


A new look at an old genre.  

SHAKE SISTER SHAKE takes us on a 

musical journey with female blues 

artists in a world dominated by men.  

Shake Sister Shake is a celebration of 

women.

Empowering, Soulful & Dynamic

  Shake Sister Shake



SYNOPSIS
 

Shake Sister Shake is a groundbreaking film that 

reveals the truth surrounding the world’s love for 

blues and how few women are in this genre 

dominated by men.  The ladies reveal themselves 

through interviews and live performances.   As we 

look into the windows of their souls, we see the 

struggle they endure in order to do what they love 

doing.  We see the sisterhood that sets them apart 

from one another yet bonds them together.  Special 

focus is given to the artists as they juggle their 

relationships while touring on the road.  From 

career frustrations, to not being taken seriously as 

a musician, to juggling motherhood; Shake Sister 

Shake takes us on a musical journey filled with 

empowerment and love.



LISA EISMEN

I was born and raised in a suburb out of Chicago.  I grew up in a modest 3 bedroom house with 5 
older sisters, a mother and a father that banged on a piano and filled our house with music.  The 
windows rattled and the doors shook.  I would sit next to him and watch his hands fly over the keys 
and play melodies and songs I could only dream of playing.

IF that wasn’t enough blues for a young girl, I discovered a new guy that moved into town; his 
name was McKinley Morganfield, but everyone knew him as Muddy Waters.  The town would 
gather and watch him play. It was here that I first wondered where the female players were.  Where 
were the women guitarists and bass players and drummers?  There weren’t any.  The stages were 
filled with men.  

Now that I’m older and know that there are many women of the blues, I feel it’s my duty to tell their 
story and show the world what it’s like to be a female blues musician in a world dominated by men.

I am a passionate person that loves to tell stories. I love people, music and being a filmmaker.  
When I decided to embark on this journey 4 years ago, I didn’t know exactly what my end result was 
going to be. I followed my heart and my instincts and these fabulous blues artists as they toured. 
They opened up their arms to me and let me into their homes.  I filmed them backstage, in green 
rooms, in their cars and vans and up on stage. When you make a documentary, you make the best 
film you possibly can.  You develop strong friendships.  I did just that.

DIRECTORS STATEMENT



THE CREW

PIETER DE VRIES
Director of Photography A.C.S

Pieter de Vries is one of the leading documentary cinematographers in the world.
He is an ACS accredited Director of Photography. Piet spends much of his time traveling, working 
on documentary programs for the BBC, NBC and ABC in the US, the National Geographic, 
Discovery, and History channels in the US.  His films have won numerous awards, including several 
Emmys, and BAFTA’s. He won the Australian Cinematographer Society’s top Award, 
Cinematographer of the Year. He’s also won six ACS Golden Tripods for Best Cinematography.

LISA EISMEN
Writer / Director / Producer 

Lisa Eismen is an award winning writer, director, filmmaker and musician that originally hails from 
Chicago.  Her first documentary GAME CHANGER, completed in 2014, continues to hit the festival 
circuit with the last screening late in 2017.  Her documentary, Shake Sister Shake is about to World 
Premiere in April 2018.  Her theatre direction has taken the one-woman show, V.D., throughout 
Australia and overseas in 2014 and even now in 2018.  Lisa has written and directed over 20 plays 
both long and short form, music videos, short films and screenplays.  She’s a mother – to this day – 
her biggest achievement in life.



MARCUS STIMSON
Director of Photography

Marcus Stimson is a Sydney-based cinematographer with more than 20 years 
experience working in film, television and corporate. Working with broadcast 
networks such as ABC, SBS, Channels 7 & 9, Foxtel and the BBC.  Marcus 
shoots documentary, television dramas, presenter-led shows, music videos and 
web-series.

HARRIET CLUTTERBUCK
Editor A.S.E

Harriet Clutterbuck is an award-winning documentary editor. She enjoys 
editing stories about social issues and diverse cultures and enjoys the 
challenge of editing something different in style and pace, short or long. 
Harriet also runs workshops and enjoys the stimulation of working with 
young filmmakers who are enthusiastic and energetic. 

THE CREW



WOMEN OF THE BLUES
BB QUEEN 
Vocalist and guitarist

BB Queen is a Detroit native, now in Nashville. She 
started her musical career at the age of 5. BB Queen has 
plays in festivals and tours regularly. She’s played with 
Koko Taylor many times among other iconic blues 
players.  BB Queen was born to play the Blues.

PEACHES STATEN 
Singer and entertainer

A chicago blues diva, Peaches Staten is a world class 
entertainer known for spreading the joy of blues since 
1997. She was raised on gospel, blues and soul.  A 
dynamo on stage, and interactive with her band and 
audience, Peaches brings country, rock and zydeco into 
her blues.

HEATHER CROSSE 
Singer and bass player

Heather cut her teeth playing base for St. Thomas 
Jenkins in her early twenties. After his passing she 
played music in AR with several bands. Now living in 
Clarksdale, Mississippi, she fronts her own Blues band.  
She records, writes and fronts a band in the most 
energetic way.

LALA CRAIG 
Keyboardist and singer songwriter

LaLa Craig got her start in California performing with her 
family’s country band at the age of four. She found her 
true calling when the blues spoke to her at the age of 
33. Award winning songwriter LaLa performs at blues 
fests around the world.

DANIELLE NICOLE
Bass player and singer songwriter

Danielle Nicole is a blues bass player from Kansas city. 
Moving in on the Blues scene and fronting her own 
band, Danielle continues to rock the world with her 
gutsy vocals and iconic bass riffs.  She tours and records 
constantly.  Danielle is a world class performer.

MZ PEACHEZ
Blues singer

Mz Peaches, a Chicago based blues singer has taken 
Chicago by storm with her award winning performances. 
She juggles the world of parenting three small children 
while touring. Her unique vocals put her on world class 
blues stages.  She learned to sing from the sisterhood of 
Chicago blues ladies before her.



JOANNA CONNOR
Guitarist, singer, songwriter 

Joanna was born in Brooklyn,.  After moving to Chicago, 
Illinois in 1984, she was drawn to the Chicago blues 
scene, and has become a guitar virtuoso.  Eventually 
sharing the stage with the likes of James Cotton, Junior 
Wells, Buddy Guy, and A.C. Reed. 

CANDYE KANE
1961-2016
Blues singer and entertainer

Candye Kane entered a successful music career after 
being a pornographic actress. She was recognised as an 
award winning singer, songwriter and performer in the 
blues genre.    

LAURA CHAVEZ
Guitarist

Laura Chavez is one of the finest guitarists around.  She 
started playing at the age of 8.  She joined her first band 
at the age of 18.  And the rest is history.  As good as they 
come, she was Candye Kane’s guitarist for 8 years, now 
playing for Nikki Hill and various other bands.  Laura 
tours regularly.

PAT WILDER 
Guitarist, vocalist and entertainer

Pat is one of the best performers in the San Francisco 
area.  Award winning blues guitarist, Pat has recorded 
with legendary greats and has learned how to play from 
some of the best, including Taj Mahal.

NELLIE “TIGER” TRAVIS
Singer

Born deep in the delta of Mississippi in the early 60’s in a 
typical small town, where church is the focal point, Nellie 
grew up singing gospel music. She fronts one of the 
tightest Chicago Blues bands found anywhere in the 
world.

GRANA LOUISE 
Vocalist and songwriter 

Grana started her career as a dancer and performer at a 
young age.  Made her way to Chicago and became a 
well-known blues diva.  Grana now lives in Paris, France 
and is rocking the stages in Europe.

WOMEN OF THE BLUES



TIKYRA JACKSON
Drummer

Tikyra Jackson was born in 1995 in Memphis, TN.  
Drummer and recording artist for Stax Records and 
Concord Music Group, Tikyra shows promise of great 
musicianship.  Her band, Southern Avenue has been 
nominated for the 2018 Blues Music Award by The 
Blues Foundation. 

MARCIA BALL
Blues singer and Pianist

Marcia Ball is a multi-award winning American blues 
singer and pianist.  She began her recording career as a 
solo artist.  She was awarded "Contemporary Blues 
Album of the Year" for two of her albums.  She was 
inducted into the Austin Music Hall of Fame in 1990.

WOMEN OF THE BLUES



NARRATORS 
BRUCE IGLAUER

Bruce Iglauer is the American founder and head of the independent blues record label Alligator Records in Chicago. He became 
interested in the blues during the mid-1960s while attending Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin, and began hosting 
a college radio show, then moving on to promoting concerts at Lawrence by Howlin' Wolf and Luther Allison. He met Bob 
Koester, and joined the staff of Delmark Records in Chicago as a shipping clerk in 1970. He was a co-founder of Living Blues 
magazine in 1970.  When Bruce’s advice to sign Hound Dog Taylor & The House Rockers was declined by Delmark, he 
recorded the group himself, and started up Alligator Records in 1971. A breakthrough came in 1975 with Koko Taylor's "I Got 
What It Takes", which earned Alligator its first Grammy Award nomination.

DEREK TRUCKS

Derek Trucks is an American guitarist, songwriter, and founder of the Grammy Award-winning The Derek Trucks Band. He 
became an official member of The Allman Brothers Band in 1999. In 2010 he formed the Tedeschi Trucks Band with his wife, 
blues singer/guitarist Susan Tedeschi. His musical style encompasses several genres and he has twice appeared on Rolling Stone's 
list of 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time. He is the nephew of Butch Trucks, drummer for the Allman Brothers.

SUSAN TEDESCHI

Susan Tedeschi is an American singer and guitarist. A multiple Grammy Award nominee  Tedeschi formed the Susan 
Tedeschi Band in 1993 featuring Tom Hambridge and Adrienne Hayes. She learned how to play blues guitar in Boston from 
musician Tim Gearan in 1995. It was then she really began to hone her skills on the instrument. Eventually Susan was 
opening for John Mellencamp, B.B. King, Buddy Guy, The Allman Brothers Band, Taj Mahal, The Rolling Stones and Bob 
Dylan. In 2000, Just Won't Burn (1998) reached Gold record status for sales of 500,000 in the United States.  Susan 
Tedeschi's voice has been described as a blend of Bonnie Raitt and Janis Joplin, which she maintains because she has been 
influenced by both. Her guitar playing is influenced by Buddy Guy, Johnny "Guitar" Watson, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Freddie 
King and Doyle Bramhall II.
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